KIP-174 - Deprecate and remove internal converter configs
in WorkerConfig
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Status

Current state: "Adopted"
Discussion thread: here
JIRA: here

Adopted: 2.0.0

Please keep the discussion on the mailing list rather than commenting on the wiki (wiki discussions get unwieldy fast).

Motivation

The internal.key.converter and internal.value.converter were original exposed as configs because
1. they are actually pluggable
2. providing a default would require relying on the JsonConverter always being available, which until we had classloader isolation it was possible
might be removed for compatibility reasons.

However, this has ultimately just caused a lot more trouble and confusion than it is worth.

Public Interfaces


https://mail-archives.apache.org/mod_mbox/kafka-dev/201801.mbox/%3CCAE1jLMMebQ8W8U-FewDEP+71Vqjg-ZtMDkG==Et+8VmVEW10PQ@mail.gmail.com%3E
https://issues.apache.org/jira/browse/KAFKA-5540

Wor ker Confi g. j ava

public static final String | NTERNAL_KEY_CONVERTER CLASS_CONFI G = "internal . key. converter";
public static final String | NTERNAL_KEY_CONVERTER CLASS DCC =

"Converter class used to convert between Kafka Connect fornmat and the serialized formthat is witten
to Kafka." +
This controls the format of the keys in nessages witten to or read from Kafka, and since
this is" +
i ndependent of connectors it allows any connector to work with any serialization format." +
Exanpl es of common formats include JSON and Avro." +
This setting controls the format used for internal bookkeeping data used by the framework,
such as" +
configs and offsets, so users can typically use any functioning Converter inplenentation.";

public static final String | NTERNAL_VALUE CONVERTER _CLASS CONFI G = "internal.val ue.converter"”;
public static final String | NTERNAL_VALUE CONVERTER _CLASS DOCC =

"Converter class used to convert between Kafka Connect fornmat and the serialized formthat is witten
to Kafka." +
This controls the format of the values in nessages witten to or read from Kafka, and since
this is" +

" independent of connectors it allows any connector to work with any serialization format." +

" Exanpl es of common formats include JSON and Avro." +
This setting controls the format used for internal bookkeeping data used by the franework,
such as" +

" configs and offsets, so users can typically use any functioning Converter inplenentation.";
connect - st andal one. properties

i nternal . key. converter=org. apache. kaf ka. connect . j son. JsonConverter
i nternal . val ue. convert er=or g. apache. kaf ka. connect . j son. JsonConverter

connect-di stributed. properties

i nternal . key. converter=org. apache. kaf ka. connect . j son. JsonConverter
i nternal . val ue. convert er =org. apache. kaf ka. connect . j son. JsonConverter

Proposed Changes

We will log an warning if above configs are specified" and since the JsonConverter is the default, the configs will be removed immediately from the above

example worker configuration files.

Compatibility, Deprecation, and Migration Plan

This is a backward compatible change and the configs would be supported until next major release. However we need to verify whether users are using

any other converters apart from default JsonConverter. KAFKA-3988 can help us in validating the same. If there are some users using other converters,
we need to consider how would they migrate to newer versions which would no longer support them.

Rejected Alternatives

None


https://issues.apache.org/jira/browse/KAFKA-3988
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